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| RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
Simon Lo2d Digby, 
| BARON DIGBY 


Of GEASHILL. 


My Lord, 


N compliance with Your Lordſhips Deſire, I here pre- 
ſent You with this faint Portraiflure of your Dear, 
and Excellent Lady. Thoſe rare Virtues, that 

endow'd her Noble Soul; had mightily . endear 'd 

her Perſon, and will always embalm her Memory, am 
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The Epiltle 
thoſe that knew her, But as they rendred her a Bla 
ſing to this, ſo they prepared ber. for the Converſe. of 
Angels, and Bleſſed Spirits in a better Place : And to 
compleat all his other Mercies, God has Crown d all 
his Graces in her, which were ripe for Glory, by taking 
her to be Happy with himſelf. Had he lent us the Bleſ- | 
fing for a longer Time, her Life would have been moſt. Þ 
truly inſtrufing, and had the daily uſe and benefit of a F 
Sermon. But ſince it has pleaſed him to take away 
the Original, "tis pity the World ſhould want the Copy 
too, and Joſe the Benefit of her Example. Your Lord- 
ſhip has already reaped much Profit, and is flill in 
hope to receive more, by reflecting on it Your ſelf : And 
You truft it may bring a like Advantage, and ſerve to | 

kindle and cheriſh like Inclinations, in the Hearts of | 

many Others alſo. TI am ſure it is very fit for Gene- 
ral uſe, and will do good to all that hear of it, if they 
are not wanting to themſelves. For ſhe was a wery Þ 
lively Draught of many excellent Virtues ; and they muſt F | 
either be perfely Good, (as none are in this World) | 

or extremely bad Souls, who cannot improve by be- Þ 
ing ſet in the Light of ſach Patterns. _ 


-..- One main Hindrance of this good Effet, my Lord 


#s the ſuſpicion of Flattery and Inſincerity in theſe Di- 


ſcourſes, as if in them Men were not careful! of ſtrit | 


ſrmh, and ſoright not ſo much what may be truly ſaid, | 
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 Dedicatory. 
as what may ſet off their Subjef. TI cannot promiſe 


this Relation any Security from ſuch Cenſures, ſince the 
trueſt, and moſt faithful Accounts in this kind, can- 


not always avoid them. But I have this Teflimony 
" in my ſelf, That in the Deſcription T have given of this 
& excellent Perſon, I have ſpoken nothing i them. 
| I have repreſented her as moſt exemplary, and imita- 
| ble, in Modeſty, and Sincerity ; and I am ſure I have 
| had a great Concern upon me, not to loſe either in 
| Diſcourſing of her. I know there is not only Sinceri- 
| ty, but Care too required in every one, who will take 
F upon him to be a Reporter : And this I have held my 
E Eye upon, in all the Parts of her Charafler. TI freely 
| confeſs to Your Lord/hip, my Aim has been to ſpeak too 
| little, for fear of ſaying too much; and that I have 
| deſignedly uſed warineſs in ſeveral Expreſſions, leſt ven- 
| turing to the utmoſt Bounds of Truth, I might happen 
to ſtep beyond them. And whatever Judgment they may 
paſs, who knew little of her, I have this to ſatisfie- 
my ſelf, and the World too, that they who knew her beſt, 
) and eſpecially Tour Lordſhip, will ſay this is not only 
 aTrue, but a Modeſt Charader. 


I heartily wiſh, my Lord, this Draught of Tour 
Dear Lady, were fitter than it is, to ſerve Tour Lord- 


; ſhips Ends, of rendring her Example uſeful to the 


World, and doing Honour to her Memory, 1 hope, _ ; 
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The Epiltle Dedicatory. 
the Grace 'of God, and Your Piety and diſcreet Care, 
that the Repreſentation of - her Virtues will not renen 
Your Grief, which ſhews her to be fet above it. For it Þ 
world trouble me to think I have ſent a Companion | 
into Your Retirements, 10 miniſter to Sadneſs and dejefled F 
Thoughts, and render this Service, which is perform'd Þ 
with willingneſs, uneaſie in the Remembrance of it, 1, Þ * 


My Good Lord, 


Your Lordſhips moſt Afﬀei onate, 


Humble Servant, 
From your Lordfhips 


bouſe vearColes- HE | þ | 
hill, O08. 23. Fl 
21684- 


John Kettlewell, 
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A 
FUNERAL SERMON 


For the Right Honourable, 
| Thelady FRANCES DIGBY, 
| Preached OF. 5. 1684. at Coles- Hill 1n Warwickshire, 
. On Prov. XIV. 32. 
| But the Righteous bath Hope mn his Death, 
| Heſe words deſcribe the diffrent State of 
Good and bad ren, and (hew how happy 
the one, and how wretched the other are, 


_ when ſome great Affliction, eſpecially 
E when Death ſeizes them. In the Time of Health and 


| Proſperity, the Wicked often ſeem the happieſt Per- 
| ſons; they injoy ſo much of che Bounty of Provi- 
| dence, as if God were pleaſed with them ; which puffs 
E them up with a conceit of their own Happineſs, and 
E makes others enyy them. But when any great Di- 
© firels, . eſpecially when Death comes, that —_— 

; makes 


- A Funeral Sermon 
makes the Diſcrimination. Tranſgreſſors then ar 
ut angolt deplorable State,” and molt deſtiture of 
teous have a 


good Support, and begin thoſe Joys 
which will never end, or be diminiſhed. The taſte | 
they are flying from the World, the nearer they ap. 
proach to Almighty God : When their Condition 
ſeems at the worlt, *tis really almoſt at the beſt ; for 
then they are upheld by a chearful Hope, and are 
preſcntly to be inſtated in the joytul Poſſeſſion of anÞ 
everlaſting Kingdom. The Wicked is driven away in 
his Wickedneſs: i.e. When great Diſtreſs, efpecally Þ 
when Death comes, he can promiſe nothing to him 
ſelf, but is driven from all his Hopes by the Conc. 
ence of his own Wickedneſs, which bids him fill ex 
pect more, and greater Miſerics : But the RighteuÞ 
knows he ſhall be a Gainer by it, and has hope in hi; 
Death. | | 
This difference is not always true in Point of Fa 
as if good Men alwaics left the World with a quit 
Mind and comfortable Hope, and ll men in Horraſf 
and Aſtoniſhment. Thus indeed it often1s. - FortheÞ 
Righteous ordinarily die in Peace, and that is enough Þ 
to verifie the Text, which 1s a Proverbial Speech: For 
Proverbs do not expreſs a Rule that never alters, but Þ 
that doth not alter ordinarily, in the uſual Obſerva- 
tion and Courſe of things. And the Wicked ot: 

| rEnFumes 
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on the Lady Digby. 3 
tentimes are full of Fears, eſpecially when they have 
been guilty of Groſs and Crying Sins, which are more 
apt to. {trike Terror upon the Conſctence. But tho' 
in the Caſe of good men this do gernevally fall our, 
and tn the Caſe of bad men very- frequently, yet in 
neither of them 1s 1t conſlant. For ſome Righteous 
Souls are nuſled in judging of themſelves by Scrupu- 
lous Principles ; or arc full of mclancholly, which. 
154 timorous Paſſion, and betrays them to unrreaſo- 
nable Fears : And they, it may be, dye with troubled, 


and terrified Conſciences. And many of the Wick- 


ed are poſlcfled with a preſumprtuous belief of Gods 
Goodneſs; orare full of Pride and Selt-Flattery, and, 


| bymincing and hiding their own Faults, and unrea- 


ſonably magnifying every little Performance and Ar. 


| tainment, think too well of themſelves: And they 


dye (woln big with hopes, and vain Confidences. So 


{ thatin Fa, tho'ir be ordinarily, yet ſometimes it is 
| not true, that good men have Hope in their Death, 
| andill men want it. 


 Butcho'it be not always true in Point of Fa, 


| yetit always 1s in the Growd and Reaſon of it, A 
| wicked Liver has alway sCauſe co be diſmay'd, tho' 
| hewill nor believe ic till he feels ir. And a Rightcous 
| man has always Cauſe of hope in Death, if he has 

| butthe underſtanding to diſcern it. And whether he 


{ce it or no, he ſhall be ſure to find the Benefar, = 
B *C 
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be a Gainerby it. And in this Senſe the Words ad- 
mit of no exception, that when the Wicked wants, 
the Righteous has hope in his Death, i. e. he has moſt 
juſt Reaſon ſ@ to do. 

In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I ſhall ſhew, 

1. Whothe Righteous man is, to whom this Priviledge 
belongs. | | | 

2. What arehis hopes, that make Death a deſirable 
thing tohim, which to others is the King of T errors. 

3. Apply this, to allay our Grief and Sorrow on the 
Death of Friends. 

I. I ſhall ſhew who the Righteous man is, to whom 
this Priviledge belongs. And that 1s every man, who 
has lead a good Life, and has not allow'd himſelf in any 
known Sins, but had a regard to all Gods Commanad- 
ments, - Z 
He 1s one that has led a Godly Life. This 1s the true 
Teſt ro deſcry whoareRighteous, which we are to Þ 
judge of, not from ſome Religious heats, or tran- | 
fient Convictions, or good wiſhes; but from the Þ 
Tenor of a Pious Practice. He that doth good, ſaithSt. F 
Fohn, is of God, 3 Joh. 11. andagain, let no man de Þ 


ceive you n this Point; for he that doth Righteouſneſs Þ 


is Righteous, even as he is Righteous. 1 Jo. 3. 7. And it Þ 
15 the only ſure Ground of Hope for dying Perſons. 
He muſt have lived Holily, who would dye happily, 
for it 18 nothing clſe but an holy Life that can make 
happy: 
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on the Lady Digby. 5 


happy. That is the only ſure Preparation for Death, 
ſince it 1s the main thing to be inquired of after 
Death ; for then men ſhall all be judged according to 
their Works. Rev. 20. 13. : 

Inone Caſe, *tis true, good Purpoſes will make hap- 
py, tho'a man has zever praflifſed them. And that 
i512 the Caſe of ſuch dying Penitents, as God ſees have 
both Sincerityand Strength enough of Godly purpo- 
poſe, and by meansthereof would certainly Practiſe 
wellif they had but Time. But as for theſe, they 


| are ſovery few, that they ſeem not to be of any great 


account in the Deſcription of the Righteous. Con- 
verſion, in the ordinary courſe, goes on by ſteps 
Gods Grace 1s infuſed, and our wicked Lufſts are 
mortified by degrees; and without an unwonted, 
and extraordinary Grace, (which no man muſt ex- 
pect, and leaſt of all they who have ſighted all Gods 
Gracious offers to the very laſt,) it is not to be be- 
gun and finiſhed in the laſt Moments. - The Righte- 
ous ordinarily, are only ſuch, as have done Rigth- 
teouſneſs 1n their Lives; and among all the nume- 
rous Attempters, 'tis hard to find thoſe, who can 
ſucceed and become Righteous, by forming good 


Reſolutions upon their Death-beds, And as for 
! thofe who do then become ſuch, it is more than they 
# canknow themſelves. For no man that 1s only be- 
: ginning to reſolve well, can know the ſtrength and 
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efficacy of his own Reſolutions, ull he comes to try 


and Practiſe them : And till he knows that, tho' he 
may havethe Safery, yet he can not have the Com- 
fort and the hopes of a Righteous man. Bare purpo- 
ſes, rarely giveSafety, but never Comfort to a dying 
Perſon ; ſo thatthe Hopesof the Righteous muſt not 
reſt on them alone, but have ſomething elſe, viz. a 
well led Life, to bottom on. 

And this Life muſt have been zniform in all Duties, 
when a man has not allow'd himſelf in any known Sins, 
but has had a Regard to all Gods Commandments. 

Some parcel out the Law of God, and think tobe 
Righteous for performing ſome particular things, 
This ſome of the Fewi/b DoEtors made very eahie, 
declaring that a man might be Righteous by obſer- 
ving any oze Commandment which he pleaſed. For 

* 5-e M-. Sniths theſe are ſome of their Rules. * Qu; dat 


learned &iſcourle of 


a legal Righteou. OPeram Pracepto, liber eft a Pracepts. | 
neſs amoog bis Sel. Fe that exerciſes himſelf in any one Pre- | 


Difcourſ. c. 3» f. 


290. &e. cept, for that timeis freed from minding | 
any other. And again, whoſoever ſhall perform any one Þ 
of the 613. Precepts of the Law (for fo many they arc | 
according to their reckoning) without any worldly re- Þ 
ſpe, for Love of the Precept, ſhall inherit thereby E- 
verlaſting Life. But when they would be more | 
cure, and a&tmore commendably, they would not | 
content themſelyes with any of the Precepts n_ 1 

| cently, 
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on the Lady Digby. 7 
rently, butmake a choice, according to the eſtima- 
| ton which they thought God himſelf had of them. 
| For they fancied, that he did not rate all his Laws 
| equally, but efteem'd ſome more than others: As 
| the Lawyer plainly ſhew'd, when hedefired to be fati(- 
| fied which was the great Commandment of the. Law, 
| Mat. 22. 36.and the young man, when he ask'd what 
| good thing he ſhould do to have Eternal Life,t. e. of all the 
good things whereto Life 1s pronuſed, whether was the 
| Sabbath, or Sacrifices, or which other Precept beſt ; 
| what was that good thing, which would moſt ſecure 
| it, Mat. 19. 16. And fancying there were ſome ſuch 
| darling Precepts, they thought he was moſt ſure to 
| beacceptably Righteous, who had the good luck to 
| hitupon that Command, which God moſt accounted 
| of, And the like Opinions, tho', God be thanked, 
” not authorized by the common ſayings of our Do- 
| ors, are moſt unhappily got into the Hopes, and 
| Practice of too many among our ſelves ; nay, alas! 
| of the gencrality of Chriſtians. For they too often 
| think to paſs for Righteous men, only on the ſcore of 
} ſome particular Obſervances, as being conſtant in 
| Prayers, or Liberal in Alms, or zealous in Gods Cauſe, 
| eſpecially if that be in ſome notable inſtance, and 
| perform'd with great hazards ; without having an 
 FEycall chis while to their whole Duty, and whulſt ar 
| the ametime they allow themſelyes in ſome m—__ 
| ns. 
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Sins. But whilſt after this rate they mangle the Lay 


of God, and parcel outtheir Duty, their thoughy 
of Rightcouſneſs are but a Dream, and all ther Þ 


hopes a vain Preſumption. No Duties will ſave w | 


when they are ſingled out from the reſt, and ſtand | 


alone ; buronly when they are all in ConjunCtion, 


St. Paul inſtances in two, vizs Giving all he has to feel Þ 


the Poor, and giving his Body to be burnt in Martyrdon, Þ 
which will eaſily be allow'd to have preference before Þ 


all others. Bur yct, fays he, if theſe go by them Þ 


ſelves, and have not Charity, which, as he deſcribe Þ 
It, 9. 4. 5. &c. beſides Alms, contains in 1t many other | 


inſtances, 7t projits me nothing, 1 Cor. 13. 3. 


The Righteous man then, is one who has an eyeto 


all Gods Laws, and whenſoeyer he tranſgreſles any, 


doth not allow himſelf in that breach, but riſcsagan 
by Repentance. Thus 1s Righteouſneſs 1n any Perſon, | 
And without this, the Hopes in Death, which the | 


Text mentions, will avail nothing. For many men 


are full of Hope, who have no jult Cauſe for it ; and, | 


on the contrary, others are afraid to Dye, who may 
juſtly meet Death with comfort. The melancholl 
of ſome, and the Sanguine Complexion of other, 
fall-theay with hopes and fears, which are not —_ 
tro the Reaſon of things, but only to their natur 

Tempers : So that to ſhew any man a dying Saint, 
that has Cauſe to rejoice in Death, it is not enough 


of boy tons 


CONE co 


| 0n the Lay Di gby. L 
| thathe have Peace of mind, bur alſo that he have juſt 


groundfor 1t too. 
And thus having ſhewn who this righteous man 


4Þþ is, to whom thus Priviledge belongs: I proceed 
{ now, 
F | , 2. Toſhew what are his Hopes, that make Death a 
, | deſirable thing to him, which to others is the King of 
| Terrors. 
: Now this Hope 1s of the favour and friendſhip of 
« | Alonghty God, and of all thoſe Bleflings which may 
| beexpected from it. What thoſe Bleſſings are, was 
| not fo well knownin old times, when God led men 
| on by more dark, andindefinite expectations of the 
: ' Future Happineſs. But when Chriſt came, he * 
n | brought Life and immortality to Light, and +» rim. 1: 
; | hascold us plainly, that at their Deaths, all ** 
« | Righteous men ſhall be tranſlated to the unſpeakable 


\ | andeternal Joys of Heaven. And theſe are ſo great, 
| that no heart can wiſh for morc. For the bleſſings of 
5 | fhat Place arc ſo Jarge,. as to fill all our Capacities ; 
j © ſo pure, as not to have the leaſt mixture of SOTIrOWS ; 
: | ſoconſtant, as to admit of no abatements, or Inter- 
; | miffions. We ſhall always deſire, and always be fatis- 
| Þ fied; and when we have injoy'd the moſt, we ſhall 
| never be cloy'd, nor wearted with it. We ſhall live in 
| Gods Preſence, and ſhare in his Likeneſs, and ſhine in 
t 


; | hisGlory, and haye Fellowſhip with the Saviour of 
. the 


Io  AFuneral Sermon 
the World, and all the ſpotleſs Angels, and all tf 
Glorificed Saints and Godlike Perſons, whoſe SOciey iÞ 
alone is enough to turn any Place into a Paradife. Ani 
all theſe we' ſhall enjoy, without all fear of Misfor 
tune, either theirs, or our own; without all danger 
of diſpleaſing them, or fear of loſing them ; with. 
Out ſeeing any thing, either to pity, or blame i" 
them ; orany damps of PO. and intermiſſion 
of Aﬀection. In ſum, we ſhall never ſce any i|Þ 
nor ſuffer it; nor ever want any good thing, «| 
when we have it, fear to be deprived of it : Bury 


1 


ſhall be infinitely happy, and ever think our ſelves fo 


and continue in that State for evermore. | 

This is that Ecernal Life, which God promiſes, and 
whereto Death now conveys all Righteous Perſons þ 
And ſince it is the way to our injoyment of all ths 
Blifs, it is no longer a Spoyler of our Joys, but iÞþ 
Step to them, andathing to bedefired by all GodhF 
Souls. Itis, indeed, like churliſh Phyſick, very un-P 
orateful in it ſelf, tho' it may be moſt defircable nÞ 
theeffect. Ir brings a Diſſolution of Nature, whit 
ſtrikes Horror, and that into the beſt men, who 
would defirenot to Dye, if they could come at th 
happineſs of the other Life without dying. And thP 
St. Paul teſtifies of himſelf, confefſing, that as fo 
the way of receiving the Heavenly aw 4 z. e. the gloÞ 
rified Body, he had rather be found alive, and haveiÞ 


ſuper 


__ onthe Lady Digby. II 
ſyperinduced by a tranſlation; chan be ſtripp'd of this 
Body firſt by Death, and afterwards be cloath'd 
again. My wiſh, ſays he, 1s not to be uncloath'd, i.e. 
co put off this Body firſt, but to be cloathed upon by 
having the other ſuperinduccd, that mortality may not 
ſo truly be put oft, as ſwallowed wp of Life, 2 Cor. 5. 
1. 4. But 1t !s moſt incomparably advantageous 1n 
the Event. Tho' the way be hard and rugged, yet 
'«©s ſhort, and the Prize at the end is wondertully Rich 
and Pleaſant : So that every conſiderate man, who 
looks beyond Death, hath the greateſt Reaſon to de- 
ſire it, To them, as St. Paul fays, it has quite loſt 
its * Sting, and1s become the trueſt Gain. + ; co. is, 
Phil. 1. 21. Allſenſe of what it takes away, 53 
1s drown'd in the boundleſs apprehenſion of what it 
gives, and Death is ſwallowed up in viftory. x Cor. 15. 
54. It confers on them all their hearts can deſire, 
and therefore, 1f they rightly conſider it, ought not 
to bea matter of their Fear : It takes them trom a 
Dunghill co a Throne, and inveſts them in all the 
Glory and Riches of an everlaſting Kingdoni. 
I come now 

3. To apply this, toallay our Grief and Sorrow on the 
Death of Friends. 

I do not fk to ſuppreſs all Grief for a dying 
Friend; for that 1s an impoſſible Taske Friendihip 
15a cloſe thing, and [ics nearto our Hearts ; ſo near, 
C indeed 
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indeed, that a Friend is ſaid, and that very Jaltly, to 
bea Second ſelf, And therefore to be inſenſible when 
a dear Friend 1s torn from us, is as impoſlible, as to 
have no ſenſe when a Finger 1s rent off from our 
Hand, or our Heart 1s plucked out of our Bodig, 
Some Courſe Nature will have in ſpite of all Argu- 
ments, and no man can reſtrain it. Yea, and what 
15 more, 1t 1s notfit he ſhould do it, if he could. For 
ſome forrowtul concern is neceſſary to ſhew we are 
ſenſible of our Loſs, and to evidence our Aﬀeciion 
for the Perſon char is gone : As the Jews, when 7eſus 
wept for Lazarus, cryed out Behold how he lowed him. 
70+ 11. 35+ 36. The unconcernedneſs of the Living, 
{cems a zcflection upon the Dead, and argues they 
were nor beloved while they lived, but that the 
World was weary of their Company, and even their 
pretended Fricnds very willing, 1t not glad, to be 
quit of them. And therefore ir is reckon'das a Part 
of Gods Judgment upon the Jews, that when they died, 
there ſhould be no wailing for them. Ezek, 7,11. But 
with this Grief for our own Loſs in the departure of 
our Friends, we muſt at the ſame time ſhew our {clves 
ſenſible who itis that has taken them, and that too 
for their own Gain, and that he {tl} continues to us 
a thouſand Blefiings when he only calls back one. 
And therefore with Sorrow for them, we muſt be 


fure to joyn Submiſſion ro God; ro refign up our 
| Wills 
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Wills to his, and be not only outwardly filent, but 
inwardly renconcailed to what he hasdone ; and to be 
heartiful thankful, both for all the Kindneſleſs he 
ſhew'd our departed Friends, and for that vaſt Num- 
ber of others he ſull conrinucs to our ſelves. Theſe 
things will not be perform'd as they ought, when 
Griet grows ſtrong. Whulſt it keeps within due 
bounds, ſuch as ſuit with the Apprehenfions and 
Hope of Chriſtians, 1t 1s what Natural Aﬀection will 
force from us, and what Rel:g10n allows : But when 
Ir becomes ungovernable and boiſterous in Degrees, 
orobſtinate in Continuance, 1t 181n it felt anill thing, 
an irreſiſtible Temptation. So that when we do 
grieve, we mult be caretul ro keep back from all ex- 
cels, and to do 1t with moderation” And to temper 
our Grief, which needs a moſt watchful care to go-. 
vernand allay it upon theſe occaſions ; among thoſe 
many things that might be fuggeſted, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve theſe two ; viz. That, when our Friends are truly 
Religious, | | 
1. Wehave not the leaſt pretence to be immoderate 
out of our Love to them, becauſe it 1s incomparably their 
Gain. They are tranſlated coa Place of Blifs, where 
thcy are infinitely joyful 1n their own minds, and 
from whence they would not be r:moved by any 
offers: So thatwe have no colour ot Reaſon to be 
ſad, but the higheſt Cauſe cocongratulate upon their 
5. Accounts ; 
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Accounts; as the Primitive Chriſtians of old, and 
we ſtill do, for the Death of Saints and Martyrs, the 
Memorials of whoſe Death we celebrare with Feſt;- 


als, as the Day of their Birth to an 1immorreal Lite, 
If we have a true and wiſe Love for our Friends, we 
ſhall not only be willing, but glad above all that God 
ſhouid Love themtoo. And then we mult needs be 
thankful when he ſhews his Love, and takes them to 
thoſe Joys, which are the end of all their Hope, and 
beyond which they can never wiſh for any more. 

2, Nor have we any Reaſon to be immoderate in 
bemoaning our own Loſs, becauſe we jt all go to the 
fame Place, and meet again in time, Our own Lofſs, 
indeed, is the only thing that can trouble us, and 
when we do Grieve and Mourn, 1t 1s only in love to 
our ſelves. Butthis 1s no cauſe at all to be intemperate, 
or obſtinate in Grief ; for it will ail be made up 


again, if we will have a little Patience. They are 


gone to that Place, whither we all hope ro come; ſo 
that if we can ſtay a while, we ſhall injoy our Friends 
again. Their departure from the World, 1s but like 
mens taking of a Journey,not an utter Loſs of Friends, 
but only an abſence from them for a ſmall ſpace. 
And when once that1s paſt, the next meeting ſhall be 
n ſo great, and laſting Joy, as ſhall infinitely make 
amends for it, For then our Friends ſhall be {tript 


of all Humane Frailtics, and made abſolute in all de: 
| firable 
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| firable Perfeftions, which will make them more de- 


| krving of our Love, and dearer to us ; and that 
' Love ſhall never cauſe Grief and Torment, as it doth 


| now, by a ſecondabſence. As we ſhali bemoſt happy 
 inthem, ſo ſhall weever be ſccureof them; for then 
| there will not bethe leaſt Fear, becauſe not the leaſt 
| danger or-poſlibility of parting any more. 


And thus I have done with the Explication of the. 


Text, and ſhewn both who the Righteous are, and 
 whar great and comfortable things, when Death 
comes, they have to hope for. 


But hirherto I have only /aid down the Rule, and I 


have ſtill another Work to do, which 1s, to ſer zt off: 
yet further, ina fair Pattern and Example of it ; Imean 
| the Excellent Noble Perſon now Deceaſed; the Character 
| of whoſe Virtues willgive Life to all that I have ſaid, 
2nd be the beſt, and moſt uſeful thing in all my Ser- 
| mon- She was a great Inſtance of many Virtues, 
nay, of ſome, which are almoſt loſt in Practice, 
| which ſeem to reign ſcarce any were but upon mens 
Tongues, as if they were impracticable Rules, that 
were never intended to be follow'd and perform'd, 
' bur only to be prais'd and talk'd of. And I cannot 
| do more right to thoſe neglected Graces, than to. 
| ſhew the remiſs and flothful World they are more 
{than Words, and are real live things, made yiſtble co 
allin the excellency of her Practice, 


God. 
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God had endow'd her with an excellent Natur 
which prevented many of the great Selt-denials 1n Rel. 
gion, and made it toher a tolerably caſie thing. Thiff 
1s an ivaluable Bleſſing God beſtows on ſome (pec. 
al Favourites, and it was eminent in her. To be un. f 


verfally kindand pleaſing, was one of the molt Naw þ 


ral chingsin her Complexion, which made a Rel gu 
of Love be imbraced withour oppolition. And togeÞ 
theriwich this kindneſs of Nature, he had vIcts'd hf 
with much humbleneſs of Mind, and with a juſt &Þ 
riouſneſs and compoſure of Spiric, which made kf ; 
apt for Devotion and wiſe Counſels, and eatic ro rf 
ceive, and retain any 900: 1 Impreſſions, which thoul 


be ſtamped upon her. | 
Together with this Goodneſs of Nature, as ano. 
ther Teſtimony of his {ing;;iar Grace and Favour, kf 
had provided tor her an excellently Virtuous, Wife, anf 
careſul Mather ; who begun early to cultivate tip 
rich Sov1, and. plant the Seeds of Virtue 1n it, ef: 
theV ices of the World could make thcrActempts upaſp 
her. She taughe her Goodneſs by plain Rules, ani 
hew'd irto the Life in an admirable and abraveExaf 
ple.And herPartern this preparedSoul knew fo wellhoi 
co prize, that ſhe had choſen 1c tor her own 1miration 
reſolving to govern her ſelf by her Mothers Ru 
and ro fix her” cyc upoa her Noble Virtues, and, a 
near as ſhe could, to tranſcribe them in her own Pr 


cc 
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| tice. Andthis ſhews a generous liking of Goodneſs, 
| andpromiſes a great Progre(s in it, when any Perſons 
ain, fo far as they are able, to equal the moſt accom- 
| pliſhed Saints, and to live up ro the Rulesof the, beſt - 
| Examples. 


And to compleat all, when ſhe was deprived of 


| this Bleſſing, his watchful Care providcd a Husband 
| for her, who to the intimacy of his Relation to her 
| 25a1/ife, the top of worldly Friendſhips, coveted to 
| add a Nobler Friendſhip ſtill, chat bottom'd upon 
| likeneſs of Souls and virtuous Grounds, and was de- 
fign'd to ſerve the moſt excellent Purpoſes of Religi- 
| on, in making each other Better and Wifer, which is 


| the Perfection of the Wiſeſt,and moſt cxalted Friend- 


| ſhips, b-twixt the moſt endear'd Perſons. 


Thus liberally had God endow'd this ſelect Soul 


| with Inclinations to Vircue and Goodneſs, and with 
| Opportunities to ripen and improve them. And 
| had he ſpared her a longer Lite, wherein to 1imploy 
| the Talents he had given, we may juſtly expe&t the 
| Increaſe would have been in a greater Mcaſure and 
| Proportion. Bur tho her Race was quickly done 
| (for ſh: dyed in the twenty third year of her Age) 
FE yct ſhe had run much 1n a little time: 1n her green 
| Years ſhe had attaind a Maturity in Goodneſs, and 
| was grown ri»e in the true Ends and Art of L:ving ; 
F andthe effectof theſe Adyantages was viſible in an 


exemplary 
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exemplary, and truly Chriſtian Converſation. Ty 


recount all her Virtues, is morethan I can pretend ty 


do; they were known only to God, who will rcvea| 


them art laſt to all the World; but for the imitation | 
of thoſe ſhe has left behind her, I ſhall obſerve thek Þ 


following. 


Her Piety was great towards Almighty God. She þ 
knew what Honour and Homage we all owe to him, Þ 
and was careful to lay out her ſelf upon it. She 
would conyerſc with him duly in her Clofet-recnre Þ 
ments; and conſtantly make one to do him Service 
in the Publick Aſſemblies, not allowing her {elf to |þ 


neglect the Service of God for little Reaſons and In- 


conveniencies, which can keep none back, bur thoſe Þ 


who have too little Zeal for God, and too much {loth 


fulneſs or delicacy of Spirit. And, which ſhew'd how Þ 
ſincerely ſhe reforced thicher, nor ac all to fer off her Þ 
{lt, but purely tor Pious Ends, at Church ſhe did at- Þ 
fect plainneſs of Dreſs, and would not ſeek there tore Þ 
commend her felf to others, no nor 1n the moſt pub- 
IickPlaces, by elaborate Artie and outward adorning; 
but only to God by th: Devotion of her Mind, and 
the Ocnament of an humble and a meek Spirit, (things Þ 
wherein ſhe is was hardly be equalFd ),vnich in the fight 

* ire 3} Of God, as Ste * Peter {ays, are of great Price. | 
34: She was in a _conitine Preparation, as al 
good Soulsare, for the Hoy Sacrament, and carc- 


ful 
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ful ro embrace all Opportunities of jovning in it: 


| For ſince I had the Happineſs: ro obſerve her, 
| ſhe never miſſed a Communion, but was alwaysone 
| in that higheſt Inſtance of Devotion, to offer up 
| the Sacrifice of a Devout Heart, and thankfully 
| acknowledge the Stupendious Love of God,-and 
| of our Deareſt Saviour to Mankind. Sach was' 
| the Devotion of this Fair Saint cowards Almighty 
| God, which did not come upon her by Fits, bur 
| was a ſettled Habir, that dwelt upon her-'Spirzir. 
| And 1n all this ſhe ſhew'd an inward, and hearty: 
| Piety, as one that plainly ſought co be Good be- 
| tween her ſelf, and him that fees in ſecret. For 
| her Religion did not ſeektoſhew itſelf inan affected 
| Out-ſide,in ſtudied Appearances,in Talk and Noiſe ; 
{ but in all che Modeſty, Silence, and Gravity, of 
| an hearty and unaffected Godlineſfs. She was 
| Good after.the beſt Faſhion, :in an inward Reli- 
| gion: Which, tho' it ſhew'd it ſelf in; ſuch Reve- 
rent and Compoſed Meen, as naturally flowd 
| from, and ceſtified a Spirit greatly affected ; yet 
| did not appear in any thing, which could ſeem 


| choſen for Shew or Oſtentation. . '_ 


And as ſhe was thus careful to addreſs © God, | 


| fo, which is- a more real, Inſtance of a' governing 
| Picty, could ſhe quietly refgn her ſelf ro his Will 
| inthe hardeſt Providenges, aud rut hin wielifny® 

[5 | 5 if 


* "thing. 
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thing. . The beſt-Remedy in Afﬀiictions, as ſhe 
ſaid, was Prayer to God : And when ſhe was tried | 
with them, ſhe found the Effect of 1t, in an hum. | 
ble, calm, and unconiteſting Reſignation. Andtq | 
ſhew the firm -and ſettled confidence ſhe had fix' F 
in- his Care; when ſhe was ſurprized with Death, F 
the Sweet Babe ſhe: was to leave behind her, ſhe 
look'd on as ſoſecure in the Cuſtody of Alnzighty 
God, and the Care of her Dear Husband, that 
the Thoughts of it did not in the leaſt troubk | 
' As to the Government of her ſelf, and thoſe Vir- | 
tues which were chiefly duc to her own Perſon; 
ſhe - was endow'd with an even Temper, and the 
Command of her own Inclinations, and Contempt «f 
the World, with Humility, Sincerity, and other Vir. | 
tues, and was a very great Example in them. | 
_ She was ſingularly happy in an even Temper, 
not violently cranſported, but only duly affected F 
whatever happened. No Profperous Accidents 
could oycr-joy, nor croſs Events unmeaſurably dr þ 
{turb her. Yea, even in her Bodily Pains ſhe would 
keep her cyenneſs, and ſhew nothing of a'diſturb- 
cd Spirit, wherein Religion, and the conſtant Good- | 
neſs of her Inclination had loſt the Reins ; but was | 
wont even then to be pleaſed with all that was done | 
about her, and to be careful in what ſhe did or faid 
her ſelf to pleaſe all. She 
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She had a ſtrange Government of her own Deſires 


| and Inclinations, and could command and reſtrain 
| them almoſt in any thing. . This is a notable In- 
| ſtance. of Religion, the greateft part and hardſhip 
| whereof lies in denying of our ſelves, as Sin doth in 
| Self-pleafſing. And this the Wiſeſt, and Beſt Men 
| have {till chought, as the moſt difficult, ſo the 
| Brayelt, and moſt Noble Undertaking. Ir is not 
ſo 1lluſtrious a Point of Maſtery, and part of Va- 
| lour in any man to conquer another, as to con- 


quer his own Paſſion; and he ſhews a greater height 


| of Reſolution and Bravery that overcomes him- 


lf, than he who ſubdues a City. And ſhe was 
a Noble Inſtance of this Maſtery. Indeed, I think, 


| ſhe could deny her felf what ſhe pleas'd, and croſs 
any Inclination for a good end, and notbetroub- 
| kdatir. She was deveſted of her felf, and was a- 
| nothers Good, which is the Character. of a Good 
| Perſon; ready to do any thing for anothers, and 
| to forgoany thing that made for her own fatis- 
| faction. 


; She had a Generous contempt of the World, and 


| tho! ſhe had ever been in the midit of all char 
could make her value, and bein Love with it, and 
| was1n the Spring of her Years, which is an-Age moſt 


ſubject to admure it: Yer ſhe kept it ſtillwithour her; 


| andliv'd aboyc it. She ſprung/from an [lluſtrious. 


D 2 Noblc 
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Noble Stock; but she was not forward to make 
known the Honour of her Blood, nor ſeem'd to 
prize her felf upon it. She shew'd: the true Spirit of 
Nobility ; which is, when all others, to keep up 
Degrees and good Order in the World, do Re- 
ſpect and Honour Titlcs, thatthey who wear them 
overlook and deſpiſe them, and value themſclyes. 
only upon what 1s their own, not what 1s derived 
from Anceſtors, And as for all the Splendor, and 
Gratifications of the, World; ſhe feem'd generally. 
{fo indiflecent in the purſuit, and ſo. unaffected in 
tie uſe. of chem, as plainly shew'd he fat looſefrom 
them. Hadshe lived always in the Eye of worldly 
Vanitics, I chink in ſome meaſure they would have 
raken off the mind, either of her, or of any other, 
from God and better things. Bur beſides this, as for 
any other Effects, I doubt 'as hard to find a Perſon, 
that might be fafclicr truſted with them. For as 
for their being otherwiſe a Snarc, she was ſo indif- 
icrent, they could not much have tempted her. 
And having this contempt of the World, she could: 
eaſily parc with any of the Riches of it for Good and 
Wiſe Ends, but not for any others, tor: shc was ſo 
much above She, and fo inclined to ſolid Good- 
neſs,that her Gcneroſity would not ſpend itſelf upon 
Vanity or Extravagance: But on -any Charitable, 
or Good occaſion, she had a Generous. Soul, and. 

would 
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would. both readily, and Liberally contribure. 
That, indeed, was her hearts delight, and if ſhe 
/ Eralued Money, whereof ſhe ſhew'd a grear Neglect, 
| Hupon any account, 1t was for the opportunity and 
frsfactionof doing good with ir. 
| Humility was ws. 120? Grace,which ſhe ſought 
- Bof God with earneſtneſs, and which ſhe had at- 
| Find tro Adnuration. She had a ſtrange Modeſty 
| Fin her Nature, which made her conceit meanly 
\ Fof her ſelf, and render'd her very backward to 
» Wbclieve any thing in her could deſerve Praiſe, and 
 Ealmoſt afraid ro receive it. She faw too much 
\ Wot ecmprineſs 1n all choſe things that puft us up, 
tobe Proud of any of them. She might have 
been exalted in her own Mind, by reflecting up- 
on her High Birth, and her great advantages of 
Eſtate and Honour. Burt ſhe had a juſt eſtimate 
of all, and did not think her ſelf the bet- 
ter or more deſerving becauſe ſhe had, nor o- ' 
thers the worſe becauſe they wanted them. Nay, 
her great Virtues, which were Solid Goods, did 
not exalt: her in. her own Opimon. I think ſhe 
rove to conceal them from her ſelf : And 2s for 
any Oſtentation of them abroad ; ſhe was ſo(Thad = 
almoſt ſaid) over-modeſt, and extreamly nice in 
that, that one ſhall not ordinarily ſee more care 
In others to ſhew forth their Goodneſs, than was 
in her to hide ir. _ Sincerr 
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only the Religion of hex Choice, but the Vir 


ſery'd in any thing, that ſhould be kept a Secret, | 


_ adorn her ſelf, and were due unto her own Pear 
ſon. 


Sincerity and an zundiſſembling heart, Were not 
of her Nature. No Perfon need be more «| 


and none more true, and plain-hearted 1n what 
ſhe ſpoke. She knew not how. to act double nf 
any thing, and, indeed, ſhe needed not, having | 
no Thoughts or Ends to conceal and be aſhamiÞþ 
of. For ſhe was obliging, without all Deſign; 
and uſed to harbor no Thoughts of any, bu 
what were good ; and purſue no Aims, but what 
were Honourable and Juſt: So that whenever ff 
ſpoke, ſhe might fay the Truth, and had no grex 

Temptation ro difguiſc it. | 

Theſe are fome of thoſe Excellencies, which did 


( 
t 
| 
And then as for her Carriage towards all tj | 
IWorld beſides, how truly Chriſtian a Part did ſv 
act in that, in a conſtant kzndneſs, candor, andinÞy F 
tire eaſineſs of Converſation. In all which, her Lit] * 
was full of deferv'd Praiſe to her ſelf, and ven | 
uſeful and inſtructive unto others, fit to dire whÞ C 
Lives, and excite the Imitation of all thoſe,who hat 
the opportunity to behold it. - 

She was truly kind, and full of Charity and gul c 
Nature to all that converſed with her. Her fingult { 
Modeſty 
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Modeſty wasa greatReſtrainc to her in takeing Ac- 
quaintance, and ths, perhaps, may be mifconſtru- 


| ed by ſome, who have not cither the Skill, or Care 
| rodifcern betwixt diſtruſt of ones ſelf, and neglect 
| of others. But in reality ſhe had both an humble, 
| anda kind heart, prepared to oblige and* pleaſe all 
| with whom ſhe had to do. She thought no Perſon 
| wastoO mean for her to know, and every one ſhe 
| knew, or indeed ſaw, ſhe was Naturally Courteous 
| andReſpective to. Afﬀable, and eafje of Acceſs ſhe 
| wasto all ; and particularly to thoſe, who had any 
| thing to ask of her. And when ſhe was to diſpenſe 


a Charity, ſhe had, as a Liberal, ſo a tender Hand, 


careful not only to ſupply the Neceſſity, bur, what 
| 8a doubling of any Gift, to fave the Modeſty of 
| theReceiver. For her Favours came fo caſily and 
| freely from her, and ſhe appear'd to be fo pleas'd 
| with them her ſelf, as would not only incourage, 


but invite a Beggar. She loved to fce all Perſons 
pleas'd,- and fo ſparing was $she of any thing that 
oy trouble them, that tho' ſhe would be com- 
paſhonate, and bear a part in their Sorrows, yet her 
own ſhould be to her (elf, and if ſhe could help it, 
they chould ſeldom bear any in hers. Her Deſire 


| wasto be cafic and obliging unto all, and her Stu- 


dy, but, indeed, she needed not to ſtudy it, to of- 
kad none, And this Goodneſs was a ſettled Tem- 


PET 
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per, ſo firmly rooted inher, thar neither .ontwar, 
occurrences, nor bodily indifpoſitions, (whuch ar | 
"apt to prevail on others, and mult needs tempt ner,) | 
made her fretful, and uneaſie to thoſe abour her, 
and [ think it may be astruly faid of her,as it canyel| | 
be of any, that ſhe was alwatcs in good Humour, 
She was a Perſon of extraordinary Candor, in con. 
ſtruing all chat others did, or faid. Here, indeed fÞ 
che excell'd, and, I doubt, is rarely to he parallcll'4, Þ 
She had the Witto make Interpretations of all ſorts 
but her Goodneſs ſtil] determined them on the kind 
ſide. So that the Good needed not to fear hi þ 
Cenſure, and, if they muſt fall under any, the Faul. 
ty had much Reaſon to deſire it. ' Nay, fo Chriſt: 
anly nice was her Charity in this point, that as he 
would not make Reflections on others Weakneſſes, | 
or ſay a ſevere thing her ſelf; fo, as has been ſeyeral 
times obſerv'd, she could give no Approbation to | 
it, when others did it. If she did not become ther 
Advocate, in ſuggeſting ſomething intheir excuſe; 
She uſed to 57h their Accuſers by her Silence, or 
her Countenance. For fo truly did she make her 
Neighbours Concern her own, that she could not 
ordinarily lend ſo much as a Smile, to any Rid: 
culous, or ſmart thing, which was faid agaiiiſ 
them. 8 
Thus candid was she in judging, or ſpeaking. 8 
what 
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what was done, or ſaid by others; and this she was, 
where one 1s tempted to be moſt ſuſpicious, viz. in 
things which related to her ſelf. For even in them, 
$she could ſuſpect no hurt, becauſe she meant none: 
She had ſuch a Native Simplicity, and Generous 
Goodneſs in her own Breaſt, that she could nor 


| without great Proof, and hardly then too, ſuſpect 


otherwiſe of any other Perſon. Scarce any where 
Shall one finde a Nature more flow to take things 
ll, and reſent Unkindneſlcs; or that has fo great 
a Memory as hers in other things, and yer is io ve- 
ry apt, as she was, to forget them. 

She was a very eaſte Perſon in all Converſe, not gi- 


ven, as I noted, to trouble any with her own Praiſe, 


or the Diſpraiſeof others, and evidencing an eſteem 
of every Perſon but her ſelf. She was too Generous, 
and good Natured, to ſcorn any for their Mean- 
neſs; or to deride them for their Folly, and Im- 
pertinencee Whercſoever ſhe went, her cuſtom was 
to take all things kindly, finding no faults, and 
much leſs ſpeaking of them. She was a very deſira- 
ble Perſon to be concern'd with, either in confer- 
ring, or receiving kindnefles : For when others 
tid, any thing for her,shethought irwastoo much ; 
but what she could do for them, she overlooked as 
if she had done nothing. She expected fo lictle to 


| her (elf, that she was never apt to 'take exceptions; 


E and 
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and was fo humble, innocent, and obliging, that 
she was 18 little danger of doing any thing for o- 
thers to except againſt. Scarce any thing could 
anger her, that was done to her, and mach {kf 
would any thing anger others, tlat paſſed from 
her. So that every one was fureto be ar eaſe, and 
have nothing to provoke them,whil'it chey kept her 
Company. | 
She ſpoke not much, but was of tew words ; a great 
Arc of keeping Innocence, - (eſpecially 1 an A 
that abounds 1n Cenſure) under all the Temptati- 
ens to Diſcourſe, and of having litele to Repent of, 
This, perhaps, ſome may think, whatever 1t be of 
their Virtue and Wiſdom, is no Commendation of 
the Wit and Parts of any Perſon. But every Wife 
Man knows, that Underftanding conſis in Wiſe 
and Pertinent, and not in much talking. God had 
g1ven hcr a ſolid Reaſon, and when $she-did ſpeak, 
ic was truly Percinent, and worth the hearing. And 
during all the time T have had the HappineK to bb- 
ſerve her, I do not remember what frivolous, or 
fond thingT have heard come fromGer. She could 
not allow her {elf to fay ill of any, nor-coutd lend 
a Word, or ſpare, as I ſaid;ſo much as a Smile'in ap- 
probation when others did ; and therefore when- 
ſoever the Faults and Blemishes -of- Perfons was 
the Topick of Diſcourſe, it was little the _—_— 
, ſpe 
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ſpeak. But tho' her Difcourſe was the lefs upon 
that account, yer lam ſure the Example is good, 
and it was the more innoccntand profitable, which 
makes an abundant amends for it. 

Ina word, Shewas a truly exce//ent, and amiabte 
Perſon ; plentifully indow'd with thoſe Qualities 
thatmay gainLove, and with thoſe Virtues which 
deſerve Inntation. Andshe had this Teſtimony of 
her Worth, which shews not only the realicy, buc 
che greatneſs of 1t; She was nor, as too many others 
are, liked beſt ar firſt, bur (t:1] grew higher1n eſteem, 
as she was longer and better known. For $he had 
\uch a Stock of true and fold Goodneſs, as could 
not be diſcovered (eſpecially thro the Vail her Mo- 
deſty caſt before 1t) till Time drewit our, and ftill 
adminiſtred matcer to thoſe that beheld her, for a 
new and growing Aﬀection. Sheenvied no Per- 
ſons Condition, bur was hugely pleas'd and con- 
rented in her own. She was a {incere Chriſtian, an 
Ornament to her Husband, (by whom the was 
dearly Beloved, and in her Memory highly Ho- 
nour'd, as ſhe moſt juſtly deferv ic), and an ex- 
traordinary Blefling to this Fanuly, who do rc{:gu- 
edly fubmur to'1rasco what God has order'd, but 
think theLof of ſuch a Treaſure fo great, that in 
this World they dare not hope to mect with any 
tiung that can repair it. 
8-9 | And 
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And what is ſtill the Crown and Glory of all 


theſe Perfections, amudit allthis, she was, as I hin- 


ted, ſo free ſrom Oftentation, and ſo oppoſite to any 
thing that looked like ſeeking Praiſe, as nothing in 


this World ordinarily can be more. She was a Per- 


fon, as of a very great, ſo, what makes jr greater 


{till, of a very conceal'd Goodneſs. She uſed Arts 
to hide her Virtues, and would hardly be brought 
to acknowledge any thing to her juſt Praife, and 
did astruly take pains to avoid the Opinion of be- 


ing Excellent in any Endowments, as others doto: 
obtain it. Sothar she was hike the Sun wrapt up in. 
a Cloud, her Rays were caſt all inward, and, fo. 


far as she could order it, shone only to herſelf, and. 


to. Almighty God. She would, it ſcems, as far as--. 


she was able, be good altogether for his Sake, and 
ſeek no worldly Advantage by 1t : But at the ſame 
time she aſpricd to.be greatin Goodneſs,she shunn'd 
the Reputation of being thought fo. 


Such were the Virtues, and ſo conſiderable were: 


the Atrainments of this Pious Soul in Righteouſneſs, 
And being fo well ſtored in Goodnefs, 1t may well. 


be expected ſhe ſhould have her ſhare in Comforts, 


and, as the Textfſays, have Hope in her. Death. And 
ſo, indeed, 1t was Her Death was. very ſudden, 
ſuſpetted by none, nor inall appearance by her ſelf 
till ſhe awaked in the Jaws of 1t, and faid /he was a 
Dying. 
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Djing. This was very ſhort warning. But tho' 
may be ſudden, itis never too ſoon to a Go od 
Chriſtian» A well-ſpent Life 1s ſuch a Preparation; 
that alcho' 1t comes the moſt unexpected, it can ne- 
jer take them. unprovided, but they may meet it 
upon any Intimation. But this ſuddenneſs, tho' it 
could not indanger the ſafety, yet was it a mighty 
Tryal of che clear Conſcience, and firm Hopes of 
tus excellent Perſon, Tf any thing had ſtuck upon 
her, or ſhe had been conſcious of any thing to af- 
fight her ; then, no doubr, had been the Time to 
kar, when the Judge had ſent the Summons, and 
alld her 1n-to come before him. But, whether from 
the Applauſe of a clear Conſcience, which, having; 
been hitherto a. Faithful Guide, proved nowa Com- 
fore to her ; or whether from the intimation of 
ſome good Angel, that was come to carry oft his 
Charge(1f Angels do then begin a Correſpondence, 
and give kind intimations when a Souls juſt leaving 
the Body, and going to Converſe and be Fellow- 
Citizen with themſelves) : From which ſocyer of 
theſe Cauſes, I fay, it hapned, thus it was, this 
Happy. Soul in.that Suprize, had- a clear, chearful 
Confidence, and a foretaſte of that Joy and Peace: 
God was preparing for her.. | 
Tho' ſhe. knew ſhe was going in haſte, ſhe could 
aks time, and ſpend. ſome of thoſe few-minutes' 
ſhe. 
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fac had fill remaining, to declare her mind in.ſony 
Things which ſhe would have ordered. And 
ſerving her Nurſe chat was attending her, to fall 
weeping, with an cven and undifturb'd Mindfe 
rebuked her, and bid her not to weep: for her. for 
ſhe was going to be Happy, and to be an Angel ip 
Heaven. 
And thus I have cndeavour'd to give ſome &c || þ 
count of this Excellent Perfon, and to lay out for 
of. thoſe Virtues in her, which may bring Honawl p 
to God, and the greateſt Benefit to our (elves, by 
our Godly Inucation of them. This, tho' to ſome 
who knew her nor, or who-looked:not near or long 
enough upon her to. difcover a Goodneſs fo filen 
and fecret, it may feem an ample; yet to thok 
who-knew her beſt, perhaps will appear an imper. 
teet Draught.. But I pretend not to: give a pertet 
Deſcriptzon of her, She was of ſuch a modeſt Good. 
neſs, and her Virtues fo induſtriouſly conceal'd, that 
[ believe a juſt account of them 1s only known to 
God, and muſt then only. be laid out ac large to al} 
the World, when he comes to reward openly whit 
was-done 1n ſecret. I have only defign'd co draw 
this Fair Sans in ſuck Vittaes; as I detire from her 
Copy to make live things, and to:tranflate- into 0 
thirs-Practice. For nothing. 1s:more inſtructing to 
the. World, and more like to bring Virtue into _ 
Ctiſe, 
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A&ife, than to draw it out in the Lives and Atts of 
Pious Perſons. This ſhews men what they are to do 
in Religion, and wichal chac iris a feaſible thing ; and 
therein both directs, and excites to Imitation. I am 
ſure there 15 much to be learn'd in ſuch a Pattern as 
this1s, and as the World has great need, ſo I hope it 
will reap ſome Profit by ſuch Examples. 

What further now remains forus, but to preſerve 
the Memory of her Great Virtues always tre{h in 
our Minds, and expreſs the Copy of them ia our 
Practice ? For this 1s the beſt way of remembring 


| the Dead, which brings in moſt Advantage to our 


ſelyes, and moſt Honour to them, to imarate wh.it 
was good in them; when the Piety, and Humuli- 
ty, and Juſtice, and Charity, and other Virtues of 
the Dead, are kept alive, and ſhewn in the Cor= 
rerfation of che living, It is only theſe Virtues which 
arricd thoſe who are gone, and which can carry 
us too 1n the end to a joyful Reſurretion. Where- 
toin thy due Time, do thou, O ! Blefled God, in 
thine abundant Goodneſs bring us all for Chriſt 
his fake, Amer. 


FINIS. 


